
If this is your first issue of The Amazing Newspaper, this was created to help
spread the mission of the Spirit of Alexandria Foundation, founded in January of
2006. The Spirit of Alexandria Foundation was created to carry on the legacy of
Alexandria Bennett, a little girl whose passion for nature and generosity was evident
to everyone around her. Through this foundation it is her family and friends mission
to help children experience nature and all its wonderment. The Spirit of Alexandria
Foundation will work in cooperation with partners in the places close to home and
across the country in order to achieve our mission.

Foundat ion Board Members : Leah Bennett - Cra ig Bennett - J im Barte l - Bud Bennett - Ryan Spencer - Rob Fisher - Br i t t Smart - Dick Grant

In 2003, Alexandria (6 at the time), decided she wanted to write a newspaper.
Her first report was on our neighbors swing set that a tree fell on. Also in the same
issue was a report on “weeds”. Alexandria took her own pictures and wrote her own
stories. Her newspaper ran for one year, an issue a month.

The Amazing Newspaper will become a source for contributors, big and small, to
learn about the Foundation’s latest accomplishments and our future plans. Though
she is missed more than words can express, her legacy will continue as long as
there are people like you who believe in our Foundation.
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Milestones. Story by Leah Bennett

Milestones are a normal part of life. Whether it is a baby starting
to walk, a student graduating from college, a baseball player having
record hits, the anniversary of being cancer free or losing 5lbs.;
they are all significant. This April will be a MILESTONE for the Spirit
of Alexandria Foundation (SOA) and Howell Nature Center (HNC). 10
years ago, Craig and I sat down with Dana DeBenham (Wildlife
Director) & Dick Grant (then CEO) in hopes they would be
interested in using the original Nature Bus for “something”. At the
time, the meeting appeared to be a shot in the dark. Up until this
meeting, there had only been 24 children connected to nature in the
3 years since the foundation began. Before the meeting was over,
there were 5 years worth of ideas proposed to us from Dana and
Dick. The 60 minute meeting turned into what is now 10 years of a
shared mission of Connecting Children to Nature with over 267,000
connections.

Milestones can be a date to be remembered, a stepping stone
towards a goal or a moment in time that causes a person to stop
and think, look at the path that led to this day and where the path
leads now. At last year’s golf outing the foundation announced a new
project, the TreeTops Village (TTV), a dedicated Nature Camp.
Unlike the Tree House, where the foundation took on 100% of the
project; money raised, design and construction, the TTV is a
partnership between Howell Nature Center and the Spirit of
Alexandria Foundation.

The camp will be located on HNC property and run by their
dedicated staff. All feasibility studies, design, concept,
programming, fundraising, construction and implementation will be
decided on by CEO John Carlson (& key staff), Craig and I as well as
our key board members - together. This is another MILESTONE for
us. We have stated in the past that our partnership with HNC,

Definition of milestone - 1 : a significant point in development

choosing to expand the Nature Camp, building a dedicated location
and facilities together has solidified the connection between the
two organizations. The foundation is unique in that 100% of the
money raised goes to support nature related programs - programs
that Craig and I are personally involved in with ideas and
suggestions.

Because Craig and I have been given the gift of inclusion, we are
“picky” about certain aspects. When we considered the details that
go into each project, from the look of the Tree House, to the
graphics on the Nature Buses, to the supplies for the Nature Camps
or the new project, TreeTops Village, we look to our memories of
Alexandria. We try to see things through her eyes . . . Whimsical,
colorful, educational but fun, quirky, generosity at heart and all
things nature.

Like with any project, time doesn’t move fast enough; we are a
“want it tomorrow” society. In saying that, Craig and I realized that
this project requires careful planning and execution, which may
require more time. In August at the golf outing, the basic concept
of the TTV was announced; at this year’s outing we will have a
complete design with programming to share and a time line for
completion.

We hope that you can attend the golf outing as we celebrate
another milestone for the foundation; whether it is to golf or
dinner only. Registration forms will be posted on the foundation
website as well as on FaceBook. Please share the date and our
mission with friends and family.  Look for updates on the progress
of the many nature programs we currently support. Nature Camp
enrollment is open and scholarships for Nature Bus visits are
accepted year round.

First Nature Bus before meeting with Dick & Dana

2009

Debut of Nature Bus Alexandria’s Nature Bus gets upgraded
2010 2014

Alexandria’s Nature Camp beganin 2011
with 26 students. In 2018, all nature

camps combined, totaled 250 children.

In 2012, Alexandria’s Nature Scape opened.
A landscaped entrance was added in 2018.

Tree House construction began in2015 with the
Grand Opening in May of 2016.
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spring has sprung

Those who contemplate the

beauty of the earth find reserves

of strength that will endure as

long as life lasts. There is symbolic

as well as actual beauty in the

migration of the birds, the ebb

and flow of the tides, the folded

bud ready for the spring.

There is something infinitely

healing in the repeated refrains

of nature - the assurance that

dawn comes after night, and

spring after the winter.

- Rachel Carson

In time of silver rain

The earth puts forth new life again,

Green grasses grow

And flowers lift their heads,

And over the plain

The wonder spreads

Of Life,

Of Life,

Of Life

In time of silver rain

The butterflies lift silken wings

To catch a rainbow cry

An trees put forth new leaves to sing

In joy beneath the sky

As down the roadways

Passing boys and girls

Go singing too

In time of silver rain when spring

And life

Are new.

Langston Hughes-

spring has sprung
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Alexandria s Butterfly.’
Who remembers Flat Stanley, the paper boy that goes on

adventures? Stanley Lambchop was born one evening when Jeff Brown
(author) was entertaining his 2 sons at bedtime. In 1964 the book “Flat
Stanley” was first published; 31 years later the Flat Stanley Project
was started by third grade teacher in London, Ontario, Canada. It was
meant to facilitate letter-writing by schoolchildren, encouraging
students all over the world have to send Stanley to other children,
exchanging ideas, photographs and sharing their cultures. In 2011, Flat
Stanley went digital with a mobile app to track his “globe-trotting”
adventures.

Alexandria created a Flat Stanley she sent with the Yellow Bus her
grandpa designed, as it traveled across the United States. Using the
memory of Alexandria and her Stanley as the inspiration, the Spirit of
Alexandria Foundation would like to try a similar thing with a
Butterfly. It’s simple, cut out the butterfly below (or print one from
the foundation FaceBook page or website), color it, and take pictures
of your Butterfly in nature. The last step is to post your photos on
your FaceBook page with the location and the hashtag
#SOACOLORING2019.

How far will Alexandria’s Butterfly go? Share the butterfly at the
bottom of this page with your children, grandchildren, friends,

Story by Leah Bennett

students & teachers. There is no age limit. Every Butterfly posted
or emailed will be added to an online album for all to enjoy.

Through Alexandria’s passion for nature over 266,000 children
have been connected to nature through various programs; each
time a child goes on adventure with their Butterfly, another
connection is made.
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ART Submissions.
Drawings provided by Championship Promotions LLC. -
A Nature Bus Scholarship was provided to them
as part of their Yule Ball, held to encourage
Literature & Conservation.
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