
how her memory inspires us every day. Most importantly, her

legacy has given over 340,000 children a chance to experience

the wonders of nature that she was so passionate about.

Alexandria loved researching EVERYTHING, she would

check out 20 books at a time on one subject at the library. To

celebrate her 25th birthday, in addition to the Facebook

fundraiser, a wish list on Amazon, requesting items for

Alexandria’s Nature Scape and Tree House was created. 25

items were listed, they included children’s books about

nature, water toys, binoculars and magnifiers. 25 items were

purchased. Craig and I as well as the Spirit of Alexandria

Foundation truly appreciate the out pouring of support.

If this is your first issue of The Amazing Newspaper, this was created to help
spread the mission of the Spirit of Alexandria Foundation, founded in January of
2006. The Spirit of Alexandria Foundation was created to carry on the legacy of
Alexandria Bennett, a little girl whose passion for nature and generosity evidentwas
to everyone around her. Through this foundation it is her family and friends mission
to help children experience nature and all its wonderment. The Spirit of Alexandria
Foundation will work in cooperation with partners in the places close to home and
across the country .in order to achieve our mission

In 2003, Alexandria (6 at the time), decided she wanted to write a newspaper.
Her first report was on our neighbors swing set that a tree fell on. Also in the same
issue was a report on “weeds”. Alexandria took her own pictures and wrote her own
stories. Her newspaper ran for one year, an issue a month.

The Amazing Newspaper will become a source for contributors, big and small, to
learn about the Foundation’s latest accomplishments and our future plans. Though
she is missed more than words can express, her legacy will continue as long as
there are people like you who believe in our Foundation.
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Celebrating Alexandria’s
25th Birthday.
Celebrating Alexandria’s
25th Birthday. Story by Leah Bennett

(above) Alexandria’s 8th Birthday
(at right) Navigating the Kensington Metro
Park map

(below) Items purchased for Alexandria’s Nature ScapeOn January 4th, 2022 marks 25 years since Craig and I were

given the most amazing gift, a little girl, our Alexandria. For

3,270 days, we were able to hold her, kiss her, hear her laugh

and cry, enrich our lives with the pure love of a child. What was

and continues to be amazing is that her passion for nature came

naturally, both the interest and the unique way she absorbed

the importance to protect the natural world. I try to imagine

what she would be like at 25, a paleontologist, naturalist, or

artist - she will forever be my “Butterfly Girl”, my inspiration to

be a better human. Her spirit appears to us through butterflies,

whether it is right before tee-off at the golf outing held in her

name, a butterfly crossing the racetrack during Craig's races,

flitting by during a moment of sadness/celebration, or landing

on Craig allowing him to kiss it. January 4th was filled with

sadness of what we missed out on, graduations,

boyfriends/girlfriends, arguments, learning to drive, simply

growing up. As I sat typing this with the tears, I look around our

house and I am reminded of all the happiness she gave us, and



V is i t us at Wr i te us at: www.sp i r i tofa l exandr i a .o rg : 4 , M i l ford , M ich igan 483330 Heatherwood Dr. 8 1

Page 2February 71, 2022 - Issue 2

15Yearsof
Success
15Yearsof
Success
Story by Leah Bennett

Tee-off at the Wyndgate

Companies who sponsored 4-somes, holes &
prizes - We thank all of them.

Alexandria’s Naturalist in Training Camp, held in mid August 2021;
25-8th grade boys and girls. Students were instructed to use

only items found in nature to create Hobbit Homes.
The homes were constructed on the ground, holes in trees,

dead trunks or on the edge of the pond.
Once finished, the campers presented their creations.

2021 marked 15 years for the Spirit of

Alexandria Foundation. While the reason for the

creation of the foundation is bitter, the

accomplishments made in the name of Alexandria

are sweet.

On August 30th, 2021, the 15th Annual Golf

Outing was held at the Wyndgate for the 15th year

in a row. Thinking back to the first golf outing in

2007, the thought of there being 14 more

fundraisers to support a little girl’s passion for

nature didn’t seem to be possible. Last year’s golf

outing raised over $61,000 and had 20 somesfour

participate. Golfers had 2 new additional activities on the course, a

golfball canon and a putting contest sponsored by Group 31.

The Spirit of Alexandria Foundation prides itself on the fact that

every dollar raised goes to the nature related programs at Howell

Nature Center that ha connected over 340,000 children to nature.ve

This was made possible by the generous people that support the

mission year after year and the new supporters that hear the story of

the “butterfly girl”. One supporter has been ARBOC Specialtysuch

Vehicles, their support through golf outings, and yearly donations

has been instrumental throughout the last 15 years.

Since 2006, SOA has raised over $1.8M. That money has created

a mobile classroom - Alexandria’s Nature Bus, that takes native

Michigan animals to children’s organizations. The bus includes

interactive activities on board, teaching children about the animals in

the program. # children have engaged in the wonder of Alexandria’s

Nature Bus.

Alexandria’s Nature Scape and the Tree House located inside the

natural play area, continue to be popular destination. # children have

visited this special free play area where a child’s imagination and

want for exploration allow them to embrace the same thing

Alexandria loved - NATURE.

Another way SOA and HNC connect children to nature is

through Alexandria’s Nature Camps - overnight camp for children in

3rd thru 8th grades. In 2020, Covid19 stopped the world, changed

how the world did things. The overnight became day camp and was

held for children of front-line workers or families that were hit hard

from circumstances out of their control. It also gave children a

chance to have a little NORMAL back in their lives. 2021 brought

back overnight camp. SOA supported 274 children with partial to full

scholarships. During the 10 years since the nature camps began,

2,159 children have attended.
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Happy Valentine s DayHappy Valentine s Day

Original Art Alexandriaby Bennett - age 7

During the COVID-19 shutdown of 2020 and

the unknown of 2021 Leah created nature

coloring sheets that coincided with the animal

ambassadors showcased on Howell Nature

Center’s social media. Each sheet was shared on

the foundation’s Facebook page, giving parents an

additional at home learning activity. Last year all

the coloring sheets were put onto a Pinterest

page created for the Spirit of Alexandria

Foundation. We hope you visit and download the

coloring pages.     Https://pin.it/1msrRNY

Color it. Story by Leah Bennett
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Story by Leah Bennett
Cars for Kids

Story by Leah Bennett

su�orting
Annual CAR SHOW1

st

1
st

Cool Cars & Rock-n-Roll

The 1st Annual RM Motorsports’ Car Show was

held on June 6th to raise money for the Spirit of

Alexandria Foundation. Hagerty Insurance, Hans

Auto Electric and Racer magazine, were gracious

sponsors. Participants brought their collector cars,

high performance and & hot rods to display and

share with car enthusiasts. People’s choice awards

given to Troy Whyte and William Deary.

RM opened their doors to all who attended to

enjoy the variety of unique and historical race and

street cars; 40-50 cars that have been restored,

maintained, prepared and taken to the race track

for their customers. A 50/50 raffle and 52-card raffle

for a vintage go kart aided in raising over $9,500

towards nature programs at Howell Nature Center.

RM Motorsports plans on holding the 2nd

Annual Car Show in 2022, sometime in June. If you

are interested in being notified with how you can

participate follow the Spirit of Alexandria and RM

Motorsports on FaceBook.

December 18th is a solemn day for Leah & Craig Bennet, and all who know

Alexandria. Leah and Craig, who own RM Motorsports, usually hold an open house

in December to share the amazing vehicles housed at a car lover’s dream. 2021 was

the 16th anniversary of losing their only child, instead of spending the day

privately, they chose to turn their worst day into a celebration and make a party

out of it. Delicious food and spirits were served amongst the beautifully shiny

cars and go karts. Entertainment was as unique as the cars. Charlie

Huhn, lead singer of Foghat along with 3 talented musicians rocked

out after Craig explained what December 18th meant and why everyone

was there for. Over $9,500 was raised to help children to Alexandria’s Nature

Camps in 2022.

Christmas tree decorated with
memories of Alexandria

NASCAR, Indycar,
CanAm, to LMP1

racecars and
high performance
street cars such as

Corvettes, GTO,
Ferrari and Mustang

graced the 26,000sqft
building in
Wixom, MI
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During the past few summers, if you were to ask many young people my age what they did for their three-month break, they'd probably say they were
maybe working a part-time job, or out somewhere laying under the sun working on their tan or maybe they're out having fun in someone's pool.  Me on
the other hand, I decided to take a job working as an overnight camp counselor at the Howell Nature Center getting to know so many amazing kids as the
weeks of summer pass by.

if you would've asked me two years ago if I even saw myself entertaining kids 12 plus hours a day for 10 weeks of the summer, I would've said probably
not.  But ever since I started working with the Spirit of Alexandria sponsored camps at the Howell Nature Center's Camp Wonder program, my perspective
of life has changed drastically.

For one, I grew up in Flint Michigan, so I wasn't used to being in nature. My first day at camp was so amazing to me - the smell of the trees stood out for
some reason, the sun shined a little brighter, and the sky seemed a deeper blue.  It was all so new to me. I've played outside before but camp is just
different!  Being surrounded by the trees, the ponds, the lake and all the wildlife, and so many smiling kids' faces.  This had the makings of a summer job I
would not forget!

The campers surprised me the most.  Kids that you've never met before suddenly are experiencing the same wonders in nature alongside you.  They're
also making you laugh daily, and everyone becomes one big family.  I never knew how big of an impact it had on me until my first summer came to an end
in 2018.  I was so sad, and I didn't know why but once I left and I wasn't waking up to a cabin of loud 5th and 6th grade boys or hearing campers splash
into the water after jumping off the aqua toy or destroying all the campers in GaGa ball. Once I realized what it was it hit me.  It was camp that brought
me the happiness that I was missing.

Alexandria's Nature Camps made me want to be more in touch with nature, and help kids not only connect with nature, but to grow as people, and to make
so many meaningful memories and relationships that'll last forever.

I remember my first time seeing a deer at camp and a lot of people laugh at me when I mention this story but it's still amazing till this day.  Me being a
city boy and not used to seeing wildlife, the story began when we all took the campers out on a night hike and at the end, we decided to take 5 minutes in
complete silence to see what wildlife we would hear or see.  In just a few minutes of silence a family of deer came running out of the woods, and they
stopped and stared at us. It was so beautiful, I had to tell everyone.

When my best friend suggested that I should work at camp I never expected to be this drawn in and so attached. I love how SOA gives kids opportunities
to explore, grow, and really love nature like Alexandria did because her presence is definitely felt around camp. When the Bennett's came and spoke to our
staff in 2018 her mother spoke about a butterfly and how Alexandria loves butterflies.  Shortly after that a butterfly flew by.  In 2019, they came back to
speak to our overnight staff and the same thing happened.  So, whenever I see a butterfly, I instantly think of her and share the story with the kids.

You've heard of the Butterfly Effect – a metaphor where small events can have larger effects.  I really love everything that Camp Wonder and the Spirit of
Alexandria foundation is doing by providing kids from all different backgrounds a safe place to have fun while being at one with nature and learning daily.
These small one-week camps will most definitely make a larger impact on our environment and for the kids and their future.

Thank you for the opportunity to share my story of how nature and kids impacted my life and others through the SOA sponsored programs, and to honor
and play my part in fulfilling Alexandria's legacy.
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ART Submissions
Drawings provided by Championship Promotions LLC. -
A Nature Bus Scholarship was provided to them
as part of their Yule Ball, held to encourage
Literature & Conservation.
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